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To find out more about the Black Mountains  
and the Black Mountains Land Use Partnership visit                                                 

CROESO/WELCOME TO THE   
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
 
You may well have decided to get out into the countryside and what better place to visit than 
the Black Mountains covering two countries and three counties!  This scenically stunning 
mountainous area, famous for its Welsh lamb and interspersed with attractive market towns 
and quaint villages, is known for its warm welcome, excellent accommodation, good food and 
the wide range of outdoor activities it offers. 
 
WHAT MAKES THE BLACK MOUNTAINS AREA SO SPECIAL? 
 
Located in the east of the Brecon Beacons National Park, the Black Mountains occupy areas      
of Powys, Monmouthshire, and through the Welsh-English border, into Herefordshire.                
At 24,600 ha, with approximately a third being a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), the 
Black Mountains are of considerable importance nationally and internationally for their habi-
tats and wildlife, size and altitude.  They are also important areas for traditional upland farming 
and upland communities and culture. 
 
REMEMBER THAT THE BLACK MOUNTAINS IS A LIVING WORKING LANDSCAPE 
 
Much of the uplands in the Black Mountains are privately owned with registered ‘commoners’ 
having rights to graze certain livestock on them. You are free to walk in the Black Mountains 
but be aware that they are living working landscapes. The Black Mountains also face many 
threats to their environs. You can help minimise these threats and make a real difference by 
following the Countryside Code and our simple ten-point guide to enjoying the Black          
Mountains safely and sustainably. Diolch! Thank you! 

For a map of the area and to help plan your visit use                                                   
https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/local/the-black-mountains-powys--powys 



 FOLLOW OUR TEN-POINT GUIDE   
to enjoying the Black Mountains safely and sustainably…

FIRE 
Disposable BBQ use outside of designated 
areas pose a real threat to the landscape,  
wildlife and people, as do fires on the open 
hill. If you see a fire with no one in attendance 
call 999 immediately. 
 
CAMPING 
Wild camping or ‘fly camping’ is not  
permitted in the Black Mountains.  
For information on campsites in the area  
and things to do whilst in the Black  
Mountains visit:  
https://www.breconbeacons.org or 
https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk 
 
DRIVING 
Stay on the highway.  
Driving a motorised vehicle or bike on  
common land for recreational purposes  
is illegal.  Be considerate by not parking in 
front of gates and stiles or in the passing areas 
of cattle grids and narrow lanes. 
 
SLOW DOWN 
Slow down on upland roads and look out  
for wandering livestock, wildlife, walkers and  
cyclists. 
 

www.blackmountains.wales

DOGS 
Dogs must be on a lead at all times. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Feeding grazing animals encourages them  
to the roadside and puts you and them in 
danger. Livestock are checked regularly by 
farmers and other experienced locals who are 
in regular contact with each other. If you have 
any queries regarding livestock on the hill 
contact hello@blackmountains.wales 
 
WALKING 
To reduce erosion and disturbance of animals, 
stick to designated trails and footpaths and 
leave gates as you find them, unless signed 
otherwise. 
 
LITTER 
Take your litter home and dispose of your 
waste responsibly. 
 
WASTE 
Fly tipping or dumping garden waste is illegal 
and can be harmful to livestock, wildlife and 
people. 
 
HABITATS 
Many of the plants, animals and habitats are 
rare, fragile and protected by law so leave wild 
plants, animals and livestock where they are.
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Please follow the Countryside Code



This project has received funding through the Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural Development Programme         
2014-2020, which is funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the Welsh Government.                     

Cyllidwyd y prosiect hwn drwy Cymunedau Gwledig Llywodraeth Cymru - Rhaglen Datblygu Gwledig Cymru 2014-2020,              
a ariennir gan Lywodraeth Cymru a’r Gronfa Amaethyddol Ewrop ar gyfer Datblygu Gwledig. 

A NOTE ON COVID-19   

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO          
Make sure you know where you are going and what facilities will be 
available when you arrive.  Be prepared to find some car parks, 
toilets, shops and other local amenities closed.  Plan your trip well 
and in advance by asking yourself these three simple questions: 

 
Do I have the right gear? 
Do I know what the weather will be like? 
Do I have enough knowledge and skills for the day? 
 
Try www.adventuresmart.uk to help you plan your trip! 
 
 
 
IF IT FEELS TOO CROWDED, IT IS!  
Consider other walking routes or activities and have a backup 
in mind.  This is your chance to find your new favourite places!! 
 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE  
Remember to keep 2 metres apart (that’s roughly two 
sheep!!).  Social distancing does not just apply to built-up 
areas – it applies in the mountains and on trails and pathways 
too. Sanitise your hands frequently and avoid touching gates 
and stiles where you can. 

 
BE KIND  
Whilst we all adjust to this new normal remember that much 
of the area you are in is rural and with an aging population. 
People living in rural areas have seen very few visitors to the 
area during the lockdown, and they may be worried about the 
increased spread of COVID-19 into the area as the restrictions 
are lifted. Please be aware of and think of others, and observe 
the guidance in place. 


